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I he Singapare Integraled Library
Automation  Service, SILAS for

shar, had its launch on 10 April 1987,
The inauguration was held at the AV
Theatrette, MNatiomal Museumn,

About 120 guests were invited for the
ceremony. The Guest of Honour was
Mr Wang Kan Seng, Minister for Com-
munity  Development, Other  disting-
vished guests included Mr Chng it
Koon, Minister of State, (Community
Development), Mr Zulkili b Moham-
med, Political Secretary  (Community
Development), Mr Waong Hung Kim,
Permanent Secretary, (Community
Development] and Mr Lee Wai Kok,
Deputy Secretary, Culture, Commu-
nity Development. Other guests were
staff from various Ministries, Computer
Services Division, SILAS participant
libraries, Singapore Broadcasting
Corporation and press representatives,

The programme started with a wel-
come address by Mrs Hedwig Anuar,
Chairman, SILAS Advisory Committee.
This was followed by a speech by Mr
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Wang Kan Seng. In launching SILAS,
M Wong said, “Singapore’s survival
and growlh in the Information’ Age
depends on our promoting a culture
supportive of the new information tech-
nology...| believe that SILAS will make
a very significant contrbution to the
Infarmation  Infrastructure tor  Singa-
pore.’” He added “SILAS, by sharing
the intellectisal effort of arganising all
this knowledge, can help the small
group of infarmation professionals in
this country to cope with the new
pressures being put an them.. by giving
timely and accurate details of what has
heen published on any subject and
where in Singapore i1 may be con-
sulted, SILAS will unlock the informa-
tion resources of the nation”.

A video presentation on the SILAS
Metwork was presented next. The prog-
ramme described hew SILAS could
exploit information to its fullest. 1| also
featured librarians using SILAS to assist
readers to search for materials that were
of interest 10 them.

| by nal University of S
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This was followed by an online de-
maonatration of the SILAS software by
Mr Bruce Royan, Director of SILAS and
Mdm Jamilah Bahjaj, Librarian, SILAS,
The audience were shown how the
librarian could make use of the 4
million biblivgraphic records to do
copy cataloguing. Cataloguers would
be able to work more efficiently by
sharing the cataloguing effort instead of
duphcating i, Readers could have faster
access to the information resources of
Singapore and know which libraries
own which materials.

Afterthe programme, the guests were
invited to a mini-exhibition an SILAS
and the SILAS COMFICHE Product.
The afternoon ended with light refresh-
ments.

The inavguration was covered by
SBC on television and in radio inter-
views in English and Chinese. Write-
ups by reporters were also published
in the English, Chinese and Malay
press, — Tan Keat Fong
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he LAS AGM 1987 held amidst the

familiar surroundings of the Bukit
Meratr Branch Library an 2T March
1987 was attended by 70 personal
members and 3 institutional members,
In his keynote address, Mr. Ramachan-
dran, the President was pleased to re-
port @ healthy sumplus in the LAS
accounts due to the success of the Con-
gress, Our thanks to Ms Ajita Thur-
aisingham and Miss Lim Kek Hwa for
leading the Committee of excellent and
dedicated workers,

The Singapore Librares could not be
published earlier as the former editor
resigned in Decembier 1986 and be had
difficulties in getting a replacement,
Mrs. B. Chandran is to be congratulated
for the fine editarial wark of the jourmal,
The LAS Council & having sccaond
thoughts an the change of name for the
Association. Council s now interested
in refining the role of libraries and libra-
rians in the infarmation process. It has
also decided o honour Mrs. Palricia
Lim by conferring upen her Honerary
Life Membership. She has been a driv-
ing force behind TALIA and had spent
most of her library career contributing
Ly the library profession and the Library
Association,

LAS AGM

Mr, Ramachandran expressed his
hope thal members would come far-
ward 1o help with LAS activities.
Many seemed 1o he willing to give
ideas only. Fle proposed the appaint
ment of o proper secretarat with -full-
tirme staff — as LAS had grown in num-
bers, activities, quality of publications
and stature as well. The Association
needed to react positively and quickly
to the pressures and challenges that
they had to face which: could not be
done as slong as LAS did not have full
time secretarial staff,

He would like LAS to follow the pre-
cedent sel by he National Book De-
velopment  Council  of  Singapore
(NBEHCS) which employed an Adminis-
tralive Assistant for $450¢0 a month and
an Exccutive Secretary three months a-
ter when it had grown sulliciently large.
A librany seminarworkshop held once a
year in Singapare would be able 1o pay
for at least a full-ime clerical assistant
for a start.

The proposal for full-time staff was
met with faveurable response by the
House, Other library associations such
as the Thalland Likrary Association and
Library Association of Great Britain had

SILAS

employed (ulltime stall. A sum be-

tween $25.000 and 530,000 was

needed annually. Council would ook
into the matter this year.

Ciher jssues highlighted by the Presi-
dent and discussed by the House
were-
® SCLE would design a new' curricu-

lum for library technicians and con-

duct the course jointly with the

MBS,
® Members had the bad habit of not

turning up for programmes/yisits
after sending affirmative reply slips
resulting: in the incurrence: of un-
necessary expenditure such as the
hiring of an extra bus which was
later not used. They were reminded
to inform the Secretariat or
arganisers of the programmes when
they chapge their minds  aboul
attending the programme:

& To ensure a high standard af the
library/information consultancy
work from the clients; a briet report
tram them will be requested as feed-
back on their satisfaction with the
waork, However, LAS was not res-
ponsible  for  the apinionsfadvice
and work of the consultant. — siti
Hanifah Mustapha

n infroduction to SILAS and its

backeground was reparted in the
previols issue of LAS NEWS, In this
columm, we shall continue to provide
wou with news of our developments in
the past four months.
Loading of the National Library Data-
base

By late February the wvast majority of
Mational Library records had been suc-
cessiully loaded and merged with the
WLN records in the SILAS database.
National Library went live

Mational Library went live an SILAS in
April and cataloguers are now using the
SILAS software for copy calaloguing
and creation of new bibliographic re-
cords,

Production of “live” REMARC tapes

For participants with their own local
systern, SILAS is able to produce bib-
lingraphic records in LCMARC for out-
put on magnetic tape. These lapes are
what we call REMARC tapes.

So far, 10 REMARC tapes have been
produced for the MNational Library.
These are being used by the National
Library to build up its database on its
own local system.
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COM products

The MNational Library received its first
ot of SILAS COM praducts in March,
Leased lines

Also in February, lines were laid to all
the: Phase |l libraries, except the Minis-
iry af Trade and Industry (MT1) library,

As the MTI Library will be moving to
the Treasury Building arrangements
have been made for a special “Fbre
optics” link to be made for them after
the move.
SILAS terminals

The order for 44 lerminals and 16
printers had been placed with Infonel
Engineering Pte Ltd. Installation of the
terminals started in May.

SILAS training courses
Four training courses have been plan-
ned for all phase 1 libraries. These are

s
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the MARC Tagging, Inquiry, Copy
Cataloguing and Input’Edit courses. The
firal MARC Tagging course was. sche-
duled to start on 13 May and the first
Inquiry and Copy cataloguing course
on 20 May.

LAS NEWS
Editorial Committee

Editar: Ambika Raghavan

Coceditor: Chia Wei Fun
Adviser - R. Ramachandran

[esigrt & :

tayoul @ kel




Pat Lim made Honorary Member of LAS

b LAS recentiy made Patricia Lim

Pui Huer an Honorany mamber of
the Asspciation. Fat Lim, as sk is better
known, 15 no stranger to librarians in
Singapore, Malaysia or for that malter in
Southeast Asi, Currently, Librarian at
the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,
she is a familiar name amongst schalars,
rescarchers and academics involved
with Southeast Asia.

[er contribution to LAS dates back to
the days of the Malayan Library Group
when she playved an active role in the
beginning days of the Library profession
in Malava and Singapore. Her enthu-
siasm and invalvement in the associa-
tion in those days is reflected in her own
words: “activities were held at different
places at different times and we
travedled] bere and there wilth a sense of
adventure and high spirits.” The carliest
record of her official position o the
Association was as VicetChairman of
the Library Association of Malaya and
Singapore in 1958, Going through early
newslettors and  apnual repords, oo
sees heractive invalverment as Editor, in
Council and Sub-Committee positions,
and as President ot the Association in
1968, She was Chairman of SCOM
Sub-Commitlee on Microlorms) from
1969 — 1985, Fat, in fact initiated
SCOM in an attempt to coordinate the
ricrofilming sactivities of Malaysian and
Singapore libraries and thus avoiding
duplication of cffort,

Ihe contribution she is particularly
proud of, however, s CONSAL, She
recalls that the concept of CORNSAL first
emerged at the Conference on South-
east Asian Research Materials at Punt-
jak, Incdlonesia in 19659, This conference
wias also attended by Hedwig Anuar,
Marina Dayrit, Winarti Partaningrat and
Mastini IHardjoprakoso and they were
so fmpressed with the solidarity of the
SARBICA archivists that they felt there
should be a similar sét up and forum for
Soulheast Asian librarians, Thus COMN-
SAL was born and LAS organized the
first Conlerence with Pat as Chairman of
the Organising Commitlee.

Pat's involvement with LAS has been
a continuous one, She has always held
some position, the longest perhaps in
SCOM, a sub-committee of BILCCL In
1985, however, she came back inlo
dactive involvement when she accepted
the invitation to be Chairman of TALLA
{Task Force for Librarians in the In-
formation Age). One of the main objec-
tives af TALIA was to define the libra-
rian‘s role in the Singapore conlext,
conduct a AN PEWER - SUrvey and de-
velop a strategy for the establishment of

a Schoal of Library and Information Sei-
ence. Pal sef about'the task with an

energy and conviction, quite unusual”

far-a person who has begen in |P‘I;|9.i°‘£:'|:n-
fession so-long and has faught many a
batte. She seemed undaunted by the
previous abored attempts and the
apathy and mdifterence of some LAS
members 1o the whele problem; she
proceeded with a determination which
she claimed was “a last all out
atternpt.” Indeed though TALIA pro-
ceeds with the support of all its mem-
bers it is larsely her drive and eneray
that makes the difference. Her commit-
menl 1o the Lask (s total as she harnesses
all the resources available and devotes
her time, skills; and thoughts to the pur-
suit of the goal at hand,

Patricia Lim Pui Huen entered the lib-
rary profession at the then University of
Malaya in 1952, joining other local
pioneers such as Hedwig Anuar and
Beda Lim in an environment which at
thise times was mainly staffod by ex-
patriates of a colonial era. Having made
a start here she then moved, as a wife
often has to, to become Libraran of the
Penang Library, the oldest library in
Malaysia and Singapore. She returned
lo Singapore to take up appaintments at
the Raffles National Library and the Uni-
versity of Singapore Library where she

aired il she became Librarian al
‘e nstitute of Southeast Asian Studies

in 1969,

Fat has over 30 papers, adicles and
publications to her credit, Her aricles
started to appear in the eadiest newslet-
ters and library journals. She has also
been the Editor of the Southeast Asia
Microfiim Newsletter from the very first
issue to date. Her better known pub-
lications are Newsgapers Published in
theMalaysian Area: with a Union List of
Lecal Holdings, of which an update is
currenthy in preparation and The Malay
Warld of Seutheast Asia: 4 Select Culta-
ral Bibliegraphy.

Her rale in the Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies would involve a lengthy
treatise. Let it just be said that she did
not stop at being a librarian. She ex-
lended herself to become involvied with
the various interests and projects of the
Institute and to pursue research herself.
Her familiarity with Southeast Asian
lopics, resources, individuals, society
and culture has made her a well in-
formed and respected figure in the area.
When she leaves as Librarian at the In-
stittte at the end of this vear she sees it
ol as retirement but as a change in role
as she will pursue research interests at
the Institute and undertake new chal-
lenges, — Ajita Thuraisingham

What's Coming s ——

Date

International Symposium.  Sept. 8-11
on Mew Technigues 1288
in Libraries

Place Organizer

Xian, Xian Tiau Tong

People's Republic  Liniversity, China

of China Kangzawa Instilute
of Technology, Japan
Cihio

University, LLS.A

Original from and digitized by National University of Singapore Libraries
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it e could do with some jokes!”

'V was a tongue-incheek rejoin-
der from a library technician currently
enrolled in the fifth intake of the NBDCS
Management and Administration  of
Small Libraries Course 1987

Seriously though, it is evident thal
those para-professionals who sign up
for this formal training which prepares
them to take the examimation con-
ducted by the City and Guilds Institute
of Lenden for Library Assistants are
committed totheir chosen career. They
have to altend classes after a hard day’s
work for some 74 hours of lectures,

Started in 1983, this 'C & G Course”
as it 5 commonly referred to by stu-
dents, teachers and inguirers, was inili-
ated by the National Book Develop-
ment Council to meet the need for pro-
fessionalism in library services al the
non-graduate level. Infact, due to man-
power constraints and the limited num-
ber of professionally qualified libranians
in Singapore, there are not a few small
libraries and information centres which
are put in the charge of C & G Certifi-
cate holders,

Held over a five to six month period
each year, more than 208 persons have
been trained, Almost all have gone an
to sit for the C & G Examination which
is conducted by the local British Coun-
il annually in early December, Those

who are unable to pass all the three
papers may resit theit respective pap-
erfsh

The syllabus is taught by up to six
difierent praclising librarians who are
both specialists and experienced in their
particular subject areals). The lecturers
are drawn from established libraries n
the public and private sectors, Cover-

e Ehotn Cieriey oA WHDLS,

age s comprehensive, aiving students a
basic foundation in eveny facet of librany
functions and responsibilities from
administrative dufies, reference work,
technical skills such as cataioguing, 1o
e srmcticnil shraleoies,

For more details, please call the Bx-
ecutive Secretary, NBDCS at 27327130,
— Pauline Keng Lim

TRIBUTE TO A NZ NATIONAL LIBRARIAN

hFese of us whio studied in the New

Zealand  Library Schoaol, then a
department of the MNow Zealand
Mational Library, would have well re-
membered the late G, T. Alley. He was
the first MNational Libradan of MNew
Zealand.

“Giant’” is the word which can be
applied to G, T. Alley, both in the
physical sense and in his contribution to
library development in Mew Zealand.
He was a national player of rughy for
New Zealand during the 1920s. He can
be considered as one of those who roze
from the ranks in librarianship. He
literally started his library career by
driving a mohile lbrary truck for five
vears in the early part of the 1930s in
the South lsland. His greatest contribu-
tion perhaps lies in the development of
public library service in New Zealand
and in his integration of a national
library service,

He was appointed Direclor of the
National Library Service in 1946 and, in
that same vyear, opened the library
school for local training — a schoal in
which a number of Singapare librarians

Geoffrey

Thomas Alley
1903 - 1986

were trained. Busy as he might have
been with s many daties, he abwiays
had time to stop and say “Hella™ to
foreizn students from developing coun-
trics such as Indonesia and Singapore.

A long active member of the New
Zealand Library Association, his many
offices included Hon Editor of the
Association’s' journal, Hon Secretary,
Convenor and member ol various com-
mittees; and President in 1959,

G. T. Alley becarme National Libra-
rian in 1964 and retired in 1967, Lpon
his retirement, he was appointed pro-
tessor and associate dean of the School
of Libtary & Information Science al the
University of Western Ontario, Canada
until he returned to New Zealand in
P

Outliving many of his professional
contemporaries, he died at the age of
83,

| was one of those fortunate enough
“to-sit at the feet of this guru” while in
library school attentively listening to his
meditative yvarm of library development
in New Zealand. —~Chan Thye Seng

Mew Fealandd Litrary Schoo! Student, 1962

Original from and digitized by National University of Singapore Libraries
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Computer Assisted Instruction Programmes
for Library User Education

n keeping pace with the develop-

ments in educational and information
technology, the Library has developed
two. computer assisted instruction (CAL)
programmes for user education,

Entitled ‘OPAC TUTOR' and ‘LIB-
RARY GUIDE', the programmes aimizd
at develuping in sludents a proficiency
in information gathering skills which will
not only be ofimmediate benefit to their
courses of study at the Ngee Ann Poly-
technic, but which they can also apply
in their foture carrer. They were
planned as independent self-paced
learning resources for students who
has missed the formal orientation
workshops and others who need to
located the various resources in the
Library:,
OPAC Tutor

This was designed to guide users on
the: various approaches to using the On-
line Public Access Catalogue (QOPACH
By providing information on file struc-
lures and explanation of commonly
used terms, the sludem = guided to
search strategies that will produce the
mosl effective results.

Library Guide

This programme is highly informative
as it covers in detail the resources, ser-
vices, and facilities of the Library. In-
tended to put the Library's collection to
optimum use, it has the effect of helping
students Lo gain access to materials they
noeded more easily,

Software Development
The programmes were developed by

]

Reference staif under the guidance of
the Automation Department, using soft-
ware specifically meant for a tutorial en-
vironmenl. The creative use of graphic
patterns,  celour variations, interactive
respanse, test tutorial and clarity of ex-
planations all contribute towards kind-
ling the interest of learners and making
learning muore effective.

Ofrganized in modules, with step by
step instructions, each aspect of the
subject s selfcontained. With the
menu driven approach, readers may
select any of the options required. This

mE——— -
e W —
T

—~—]

facilitates learning and provides ease of

access 1o the topic required, thus elimi-

nating the need 1o Rave o progress
from one module to the next. To help
students recapitulate what they have
lecrnt, a surmmary and a review is given
at the end of each lesson:

What Others Say...

Response to these programmes have
been extremely postive and favour-
able, Mr. Chen Jee Mun, a third year
mechanical engineering  student said
this of the ‘Library Guide':

I have learned of the most useil
ifarmation fn the nick of fime to
help me during this examination

period. All alang, | had the im-

pression that the loans on red

spot books were canfined o 2-

haur periods only. Now, [ shall

be able o borrow the required
book overnight. It will cerainly
help me to achieve better resufts,

While Mr See Hoe Huat, a 3rd year
electronics engineering student has this
to say:

“I was trying to decipher the loca-

tion cade in this record on the

database, and going  through

OPAC TUTOR has helped ta pro-

diice the desired informalion.”

For the Library, it has always been a
challenge to bring the best approach in
systermns and lechnology to serve ils us-
ers. Staff and students can look forward
to further programmes, when the Lib-
rary uses the sophistication in educa-
tional technology 10 develop programs-
mes on literature searches,

Ho Sze Ying, Library Systems Analyst
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Know your Cg

Vice President

Name: Michael Cheng Chong Wang
Academic guaiiications: B.5¢. (British Celumbia)
Professional qualifications: B, L. S. (Brit.
Columbia)

MName of Lirany: Mational University of
Singapare Libirary

MNa. of vears warking in ibrary: 24 years
Frevioys invalverrent i LAS:
196769 Hon: Sec., |oint Standing
Committee on Library Education |
1968 LAS Council Member

1970 Member, Organising Committee
CONSALIL

1976-7 8 Editar, Singapore Librarics

1978, 1980 Chairmian, LAS

Publications Committes

1962-83 Member, LAS Special Libraries
Commiltes

1985-86 Member, Organising Committee
Singapare, Malavsia Congress of

Libraries & [nformation Scientists

1987 VP, LAS Coundil

Special mferest: Compulerizalion

Habbies: Music & Photography

Secretary Asst. Secretary Treasurer

Marme: Shirley See-Tah MName: Chng Chor Nay Mame: Chin Song Lee, William
Academic qualiications:BA (5" pore) Acadermic qualifications: B, A. (5 pore) Academic qualiications: B, Com (Fcon.)
Professional qualiications: Postgraduate Frofessional qualiications: A. L. A, Professional qualifications: Dip. Lib,
Diploma in Library & Information Mame of Library: National University of iLiverpoal Polytechnic)

Science Singapore Central Library Narme of Libran: National University of
Mame of Librany: Straits Times Editorial No. of years working in fifvary: More than Singapaore Library

Library 10 years Mo, ofyears warking fn librane: 20 years
Mo, of years working fn librany: 514 vears Previous involvement in LAS: Hobbies: Reading

Previous involverment in LAS 1980/81 Business Manager,

1984-85 Secretary, LAS News Fublications Committes

Committee Hobbies: Reading

Secretary, LAS Programmes Commitiee
Special interest: Computers
Hobbies: Tai-Chi, Reading, Painting

Jriginal from and digitiz
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uncil Members

Council Members

Mame: Bruce Royan

Academic gqualiication : B.AL (Londaon)
MBA (Glasgow)

Prafessicnal qualification: &L A, _
Marne of Library: National Library, SILAS
Linit

Now, o vean working in librane:2 years plus
Previous imealverment i LAS

1986/87 Committee on Library
Autamalion

Hobbies: Choral singing,

Member of the Singapore S Andrews
Society Scottish Country Dance Team.

Mame: Mg Kok Koon
Acadermic qualifications: M, AL
Professional qualiications: MA. (Chicago)
Mame o Libirary: Natiomal University of
Singapore Librany

N, of years werking in library: 3 years
Special interest; Online Reference Service
Hobbies: Music

MName: Sundusia Rosdi

Acadernic gualifications: B.A. (Hans)
Professional qualifications: Post-Ciraduate
Diploma in Libraranship (College of
Libraranship-Wales. LK) 1981

=
-

MName: John Chan

Acadenic gualiications: B.A. (Hans)
Frolessional qualifications: M. L 5 Name of Library: Toa Payoh Branch
Name of Librans: Medical Library, NLUS : Library .

Ne afviears working in library: 12 yrs plus Ne: of years working in librane: 10 years
Previots invelvement in LAS: Fobbies: Travelling

1986/87 Council Member &

Chairman of Interact Commitiees

spocial inferest: Library Computerzation

Habhies: Tai Chi & O Geng

Mame: Lim Bee Eng

Frofessional qualificabions: & LA

Marme of Library: NTUC Research Lnit
Library

Mo, of vears warking in librane: 8 years
Special interest: Child Care and
Consumerism

Hobbies: Reading

Original from and digitized by National University of Singapore Libraries
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News in Brief
British Council Library

IFLA Conference at Brighton,
August 1987

lising of the Pre and Post-
Conference seminars  following

the IFLA conference in  Brighton,

August 1957 is available from our

Enguires counter {telephone

533-7T644 ext. 426).

Enquiry hours:

Monday — Friday THam—
750 prm

Saturday 10 am —
1340 prm

Wednesday & Sunday Closed

New Service: Compact discs for
loan _

Good news for all owners of CD
players. We have started a collection
of classical music on compact. disc for
members to borrow. The loan period
Is 3 weeks. To use this service, you
have to sign up as a personal member
of the Library,

Personal membership fee;

Adult — $20.00
Student — $15.00
English Language

student — Complimentary

af British Coundcil

With the recent implementation of the
Copyright Act, we require all borrowers
of our audio-materials to sign a declara-
tion nol to infringe the Act.

Publications

Haow to live in Britain 1987 is now avail-
able for sale at the Libtary during its
opening hours. It costs $5.00 each and
we have limited copies only.

British book news April 1987

We have limited copies of the above to
give: away an a complimentary basis.
Please call us immediately it anyone s
interested in obtaining them.

Ministry of Trade and
Industry Resource
Centre

ith effect from 13 April 1987,
Cepartment of Statistics library
was officially merged with Ministry of
Trade & Industry Library and redesig-
nated as Ministry of Trade & Industry
Resource Centre at Treasury Building.
Our pew  address and  elephone
numbers are as follows:
& Shenton Way #£08-01
Treasury Building
Singapore 0106
Tel: 3209238 or 9

o "L
The team that produced th

Nanyang Technological
Institute Library

e Catalogue, -8 Mr Foo Kok Pheow, Mo Koh-Pun Sicw Kee and Miss Karen Tan

AV Materials Catalogue Now Online

he Online AV Materials Catalogue is
created in-house by using dBase 11|
Plus and is run onca PC. It is easy to use
as it 15 @ menu-driven system. It s con-
veniently located at the entrance foyer
and you are welcome to use i,
There are 2 wways ko search the cata-
logue:
1. Search by Title
A title search is effected when the
entire title or just the first few characlers
of the titles is keyed in.

o A ML T
~ Ll e

The system displays the titles ane at a
time on the screen and browsing for-
weard and backward is possible,

2. Search by Subjecl

A subject search s effected when a
user enters the subject heading in full.
The number of ttes found will be
shown an the screen and individual title
can be viewed one ata time. A printed
list oif subject headings used in the cata-
logue is available for reference,

The catalogue consists of more than
1,500 entries and each entry includes
titte, type of material, physical descrip-
tion, summary or contents and acces-
sion number. Users are required to
guote the accession number for bor-
rowing.

Institute of Education
Library

Attendance at Copyright talk

An entertaining and enlightening talk
an the new Copyright Act was pro-
vided by Mr George Wei and Miss Ng
Siew Kuan [Law Faculty, National Uni-
versity of Singapore} at the |E theatrette
on April 4, 1987, All senior staff-al IE
Library attended the talk. Also out in
force were |E lecturers-and administra-
tive staff, library staff frorm IML (Instric-
tional Materials Library) and staff from
Ngee Ann Polytechnic.

The talk was followed by a lively,
1-hour guestion-and-answer session.

New Microform Printer
A new microform printer was instal-
lecl in the |E Library. It cost 18,000
plus. Its outstanding feature‘is that il can
use plain paper to print (this brings
down the printing cost dramatically).
The:printer can print from both mic-

Original from and digitized
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rofilm and microfiche, and the quality
oF print is high. Il is alse always able to
produce  positive print  regardless of
whether the original is negative ar posi-
tive,

A coin-box is due to beinstalled, and
the self-service charge will be 10 cents
a copy, comparing very favourably
with the old machine charge, which
was 30 cents per copy.

UOB Library

With effect from 2 January 1987,
the LGB Library became part of
a new unit within the Bank, known as
UOB Research Centre. The Research
Centre comprises the Economic Re-
search Deapritment and the Library
which has been expanded to serve the
information requirermnents of the whole
bank, The UOB Library is located on
the 15th Floor af the UOB Building at 1
Bonham Street,




ISEAS Library

2nd Congress of Muslim Librarians
and Information Scientists, 20-22
October, 1986, Jitra, Kedah

aleha Tamby attended the

Cangress of Mushim Librarians
and Information Scientists which
wals held at Uiniversiti Utara
Malaysia in Kedah. The Congress
theme was Access to Inlormation in
the Muslim Weorld, Zaleha also
presented a paper at the Congress
entitled “Research Resources for the
Study of Islam and the Muslm
Cammunity in Southeast Asia: the
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
Experience.” The Congresswas
attended by over 100 participants
from about 15 countries.

Workshop on the State of East
and Southeast Asian Studies in
China, Hongkong and
Singapore, 3-5 March 1987,
Hongkong

Wan Lye Tim attended the
Waorkshop in Hong Kong which
was organized by the Centre for
Asian Pacific Studies, Lingnarn
College. The focus of the
conference was mainly on China
and it also touched on its growing
interest in East and Southeast Asian
Studies. Lye Tim presented a paper
also on “East and Southeast Asian
Studies in Singapore,

The Workshop Organisers expect
to publish the Conference
Proceedings, as well as a Directary
of Research Institutions in China
and a Biblingraphy of Materials an
Southeast Asia Published in China in
the near future,

CONSAL VIil, 15-21 February,
1987, Manila

Pat Lim Pui Huen attended the
Seventh Congress of Southeast
Asian Librarians in Manila, where
she presented a paper entitled “On
Tape and Film; Documentation and
Culture."” The paper highlights the
nan-textual materials in the
SEACUP (Southeast Asia Cultural
Programme) collection at ISEAS and
offers suggestions ta those interested
in developing similar collections.

Visil of Thai Librarians
ISEAS recently organized and

arranged a tour of libraries in
Penang, Kuala L umpur and
Singapare for 4 staff members of the
Academic Resource Cenler,
Chulalongkorn University at the
request of Prof Knid Tantavirat, the
Director of the Centlre.

The members, Mrs. Sanguansr
Chunchumpunut, Miss. Suntaree
Supawong, Mrs. Benjamard
Wiwatchankit and Mr. Pan
Sookcharoen were particularly
interested in looking at computer
applications and audio-visual
collections.

Dhuring their visit to the |SEAS
library they demonstrated to library
staff the CDS/5IS software package
that they were currently using at the
Academic Resource Centre.

National University of
Singapore Library

Conferences,, Seminars, Workshops
103 professional staff members altended
the “Chinese Computing 5eminar 87"
organized by the |EEE Computer Saciety
iSingapore), Chinese Campuling
Special lmterest Group, the Chinese
Language Computer Society,
Department of Infarmation Systems and
Computer Science & Institule of
Systems Science at the National
Liniversity of Singapare on 12 Rebruary
1987,

5 professional starf members attended
the Hewlett Packard lsers Group
Seminar — “irection of 4th
Cieneration Languages’ arganized by
Hewlett Packard Computer Lisers
Ciroup iSingapara) at the Marina
Mandarin, Singaporeon 2 March
£ 12

Mrs Sng Yok Fong, Head, Law
Lilarary attended the Mational
Conference on MNetworking in Labour
Relationi/Labour Laws jointhy hosted by
the Mimistry of Labwour, the Singapare
National Emplovirs' Federstion (SNET)
anel the National Trade Union Congress
at Pan Pacific Hotel, Singapore on 19
February 1287 and on 23 March 1987
at Ministry of Labour.

Mrs Pegey Wai Chee Hochstadt,
Chiet Librarian and 5 other members of
the professional stafl attended the
Forum on Copyright Act arganized hy
the Consumers Association of
Singapore at the National Trade Union
Congress (NTLIC), Trade Union House,
Singapore on 3 April 1987,

bv N

She and 2 other members of staff also
attended a briefing session on the same
topic given by Mr. Gaob Phai Cheng,
Deputy State Counsal, Attornay
General’s Chambers on 10th April 1987
at the Meee Ann Polytechnic while Mis
Dora Yeo, Head, Media Resources
attended 1he Singapore Manufacturer's
Asstciation Farum on the Copyright act
on 28th April 1987, A nurmber of staff
mimbers also attended the LAS talk on
the Copyright Act by Mrs Owi Bena Ki,
State Counzel, Attorneyv-Coneral's
Chambers an 13th May 1987, chaired
b M s Hochstadt,

fiss il CIuah, Head, Cataloguing
Elepartment, attended the First Pacific
Conference on New Infarmation
Fechnology, Bangkok, 16—18 June
1987 where she presented 2 papers as
fiallvavs
(1) MINESESLE Mirc Conversion
21 L Mare records in CD-ROM for

T

Reorganization of the Reference and
Information Services, Central Library

Many changes were matde in the
Central Library during the long
vacation, The management-related
books were transferred 1o the new Hon
Sui Sen dMemarial Libriary, the two
referonee sections (Technology and
Architecture Reference, and
Humanities/Social Seiences Reference)
were mergedand are now located in
the area previously occupied by the
SingaporeiMalaysia Collection (SMC)
The SME was transierrad to where the
Humanities'Social Sciences!
Management Reference section used o
B 1S now a elosed” collection, je.
the books in the collection may be
consulted for reference and may not be
borrowed out of the library.

To ensure security of the SMC as well
as the Reference Collection; an
electronic book theft detection system
has been installed,

National Library

Staff exchange scheme

Mrs Olive Lee, Head of Bukit
Merah Branch Library, leit
Singapore on 12 March 1987 foran
attachment to the East Sussex
County Library under an exchange
programme between the National
Library and the East Sussex County
Library. She will be there for six
months.

Mrs Lee's counterpart from the
East Sussex County Library is Mr
Dennis Northey, a Team Librarian

[
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of the East Sussex County Library,
Eastbourne Area. Mr Northey was
assigned to the Bukit Merah Branch
Library from 20 March 1987, alter
an initial period of orientation
during which he visited the National
Library and its branches, National
University of Singapore and the
Palytechnic Libraries

National Reading Fortnight 87

The NRF was held from 6-20
March 1987. The theme for the
Fortnight was Tell me a stary and
the focus was on pre-schoolers,
their parents and teachers/care-
givers. The National Library
organized a variely of programmes
such as Asian storytelling
competition, My favourite toy
campetition, Origami workshops,
story-writing workshops for
children, reading workshaps for
parents and talks by the visiling
speaker, Miss Kyoko Matsuoka.

Response to all the programmes
organized throughout the Tortnight
was overwhelming.

User Education Programme for
Primary School Teachers

Following the success of the user
Education programme for
secondary school teachers, the
School Library Seclion of the
Minsitry of Education had requested
the National Library to conduct a
similar programme far primary
school teachers, The aim of the
programime was to familiarize
teachers with the Library facilities and
resources so that they could help
their students make more effectjve
use of the Library.

There were altogether 299 schools
participating in the programme
which was held concurrently in the
National Library and its branches
every Tuesday and Thursday from
14 March to 3 April 1987, More
than 900 teachers attended the
programme,

Transfers

Mr R Ramachandran, Head of
Bedok Branch Library was
transferred to the Technical Services
Division on 6 April T987, He is now
the Head of the Technical Services
Division.

Resignation

Mr Timothy Woo, Assistant

Head, Toa Payoh Branch Library

10 LAS NEWS

has resigned from the National
Library with efiect from 13 April
1987, He has returned to Hong
Kong 1o take up a post there.

What's coming

The Mational Library will be
participating in the coming year-
long “Stop violence against
women'' campaign, jointly
organized by the National Crime
Prevention Council and the
singapore Council of Women's
Oirganisation. The campaign was
launched on 23 May 1987. The
National Library will be providing
booklists and book displays at the
Exhibition, to be held in conjunction
with the launching of the Campaign,

First Pacific Conference
on New Information
Technology

June 16 1o 18, 1987 at Hyatt Cenlral
Park, Bangkok

lanned 1o be held in Bangkok for

participants mainly from Southeast
Asia, this Conference promise to be
the majar esent for the libirary profes-
sjion 0 this region for 1987,

The Conference offerad a full prog-
ramme of invited and contributed pap-
ers discussing the intreduction, imple-
menlation, operabion and use of new
technelogy in librares; including micro-
compuiers and online public access
catalogues, software evaluation, data-
hases, information systems, optical ap-
plications and above all experience in
handling information  technalogy. 0
addition, there was Product Reviews,
a comprehensive Exhibition, and small
group discussions,

[he Chief Orzanizer of the Confer-
ence was Dr Ching-chih  Chen,
Professor and Associate Dean of the

Graduate School of Library and
Information  Science,  Simmons
College, Beston, LISA.  Proferssor

Chen js well-known for her publica-
tinng and expertize in library and infor-
mation science. Serving as regional co-
ordinator for the Conference was Dr
the Ohio University Libraries, who is
known to many of us in this region, The
national co-ordinator for Singapore was
Mr Lim Hong Too, Librarian of NTI.

More than 50 papers from all over the
world had been accepted for presenta-
tion, about two-thirds of which were
from this region. Keynote speakers in-
cluge Roland Brown, President of
OCLC, Roper Summit, President aof
DIALOG, Vinod Chachra, President

of MTLS, And Leon Chico, Executive
Pirector of TECHNONET Asia; From
Singapare, we had Jim Davies speaking
an artificial intelligence, expert sys-
tems, knewledee engineering and the
librarian, Jill Quah an MINISISMARC
comnversation and LC MARC Records
in CO-ROM for MINISIS, and Foo Kak
Fheow on Setials Contral Systems
using micro-computers. Other papers
were frem Awstralia, Canada, China,
Hong Kong, Hungary, India, |apan,
halaysia, The Netherlands, Monway,
Sweden, Taiwan, Thailand and the
LIS

The LAS Merit Award

he LAS is looking for someonsto

give S4000 10, If vou know of any
professionally ‘gualitied |ibrarian who
has rendered ‘outstanding service 1o
the Association please nominate him
or her for this award: The candidate
must be a persenal member with at
least 5 years experience in il time
library work.
Purpose

The award is 1o enable to librarian
to attend overseas meetings and par-
ticipate in the pregrammes of other
library associations, while there or
even to undertake short courses
which would contribute towards the
improvement of the Associalion’s acti-
wvities.

Other details
The Award shall be tenable for the
vear in' which it is awarded (1987,

One Award shall be made this year
and the LAS Council Members form
the Selection Committee. No award
shall be made unless there is a candi-
date of sufficient merit.

The successfiul candidate’ is re-
guired to write a report on histher
programme after returning lo Singa-
pore,

Mominations

Mominations may be proposed and
secended by all personal members of
the Association.

MNomination
frorm:

Miss Haslinda Harahap

oo LAS Secretariat

Bukit Merah Branch Library
Bukit Merah Central
Singapore 0315

Telephone: 2732730

Please send in vour nominations
withaout further delay and ensure that
a deserving librarian be given the
chance to benefit from meeting with
professional librarians overseas and
returning to further enhance the acti-
vities of our own Library Association,

farms are available



Publications _

Institute of Education
Library

A Camputer education glossary by
Jirn Davies (Chiel Librarian), Tan Ping
Kong and Dennis Harper has been
produced.

The latest issue of Lop-lop, the
library newspaper’ (no. 36} 15 also out.
Thearticle in it, Home Again, foguses
on the library renovation,

National Library

Singapore Periadicals Index 1985,

(Price: 558,50

Singapore Natiopal Bibliograptn: 1985

Annual velume. (Prige: 5520,00)

The fatest ivolume 42 supplement 7) of

the Encyclopedia of lbrary aned

information science published by Marul

Dekker, New York, 1987, includes a

contribution on Asia, | ibraries i by Mrs

Hedwig Anuar and Brr Richard Krzys. |l

covers pp 24 ta 128 and lists ever 500

references.

Fasar Malam (night markets) in
Singapore; a select bibliography,
compiled by David K Y Chng,
Reference Services Division,

Chng. David K ¥. Searching for
Singapore imprints, In Southeast
Asia Research Materials Group
Sewsletter 33: 1-4; Jan 87

Meel-the-authors: background of four

focal authors; including list of their

waorks: Yvonne Quahe, Graham
Colin-Jones, Joan Hon, and Geh Sin
Tub, compilad by Lo Tien Yin,
warine Parade Branch Library.

Singapore illustrated: past and present
in pictures: a booklist compiled by
Micholas Martland, Reference
Services Division

History.of transpor,
communications, housing and
public wtilities in Singapore: a

bookiist, compiled by Nicholas

Martland, Reference Services

[Fivision

Career planning and development for
warnen: a booklist, compiled by Mg

Ceok Lan, for AWARE forum held
on 5 February 1987 at the
Clueenstown Branch Library

Warren inscience and technology: a
booklist, compiled by Fadzilah A.

Salam, for AWARE forum held on 5
March 1987 at Queenstown Branch
Libyrary.

Waomen warkers in faclores! a
biooklist, compiled by Josephine
Yeo, for AWARE forum held on 2
April 1987 al Queenstown Branch
Library.

!f:'ur.‘

Mrs Pegey Wai Chee Hochstadi, Chief Librarian, National Liniversity of Singapore receiving the books from

H E M B} Handmer, Australian High Comimissioner to Singapone.

National University of
Singapore

Index to periodical articles relating to
Singapore, Malaysia and Brunei:
Hurnanitios & Social Sciences 1986,
no, 1, Singapore; National University of
Singapore 1987,

Central Library information Bulletin:
April 1986, Singapore; National
University of Singapore, Central
Librany.

Notable Acquisitions

Electronic industry's guide to
Singapore: a special report for chief
execulive officers, purchasing managers
and marketers, — Califbrnia: Nahabil &
Associates, 196,

High-tech fibers: Key to stranger, high-
quality products, — Technical Insights,
1985, (Emerging technologles; no. 16).
Inddonesia archasological photagraphs:
photo collections of the National
Research Centre of Archaeology of the
Republic of Indonesia 1901-1956 at the
Kern |Institute, Liniversity of Leiden, —
Inter Documentation Company AG.,
1983. (2v. on 267 microfiche).

Chinese Histary Seties {motion picturel’
a China Institute in America
presentation — New York: The
Institute, 1976 (13 programmes),

Straits Settlements Blue Books 1871
1938. 36 microfilm NTIS retrospective
index 1964-1978. 1,332 microfiches.

diqi

MNihan shoseki somokuroku (Japanese
books in print) 1986 ed. 3 vols.

[af Kan-Wa fiten (Great encyclopaedia
of Chinese-fapanese ferms) Rev. ed. 13
viols,

Shuvo kigye no keifuzo (Genealogical
tree chart of major enterprises)

Sogo shosha nenkan (Annual directory
of business firms! 1985 ed.
Chugokugaky ronshu (Essays on Sinolo-
By

Heibansha dai hyakka jiten = Encyelo-
paedia Heibonsha 16 vols. Set.

Notable Gifts

The Australian High Commission pre-
serted 68 books on Australian Litera-
ture to the MUS Library on 13 February
1987,

In presenting the books, the Austra-
lian High Commissioner o Singapore,
H E Mr P.J.Handmer, said that he
hoped the donation would mark the
beginning of a more substantial Austra-
lian invalvement with the Liniversity in a
number of areas of study such as Com-
monwealth literature and social work,

The Honorary Consul & Trade
Commissioner far Mauritius, H E Mr

M H Toorawa, also presented 35
books an Mauritius to the National
Liniversity of Singapore Library, the first
in a programme of annual book gifts
from Mauritius, on 10 March 1987,
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A COMPREHENSIVE

ACQUISITION SERVICE FOR
ACADEMIC AND SPECIALIST
| LIBRARIES

Bumpus, Haldane & Maxwell Lid offers a
comprehensive acquisition and distribution service 1o
academic, educational, govemmental, industrial
and research libraries worldwide,

e We underiake o supply any book in the shortest
possible time, to report promptly on any tities not
readily available and to offer a range of book
processing services.

e We are also international subscription agenis
and underiake to service any current
subscriptions under a range of various billing and
shipping plans to suit your circumstances best.

® We offer a back issues service, carnying good
stocks and are willing fo seek the most
competitive quotations worldwide on your behalf.

® A FREE bi-weekly bibliographic card
announcement service is offered to our customers,
which provides details of forthcoming
publications in their chosen subject specialities

— a most valuable aid to title selection.

For further information about these and  Bumpus, Haldane & Maxwell Lid,

other services please write to: g?purtment DGA 2387
: ney,
David Gray Bucks MK46 4BN, England

Director, Sales & Marketing Tel. 0234 711529 Telex 825547




